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Richer by 250000 of
American Money the
Rare and Winning

Diva Is Living Her Ideal
Life on the Brittany
Coast HerExtravagance
Unchecked Owning the
Secret of Perpetual
Youth Madame Bern
hardt Dreads Not Even
Seventy Years

It Be she it sixty
today our Di

asks

This ta her birth
day surely and she

is at least that eMIt may even be
sixtytwo For the contradictory rec-

ords of her birth quarrel between the
years 111 and IMS Perhaps even the
great tragedienne may not

nettle the matter the memories
which an has been writing of late do

not answer the question However
the register at the conservatoire
where Roame Bernardt without the

h won a prize when seventeen
gives the tats as October 3 IMS

which seems as authoritative as may-

be
This then te The BemhardtV-

ahctyftrst birthday though that will
appear scarce possible as one wes
this widow of Jacques Dumala the
wedding transpired In now a
grandmother issuing aa briskly as a
girl at twentyeight from her home
at Boulevard Perlere gowx e4

in whit flannels for some coun-
tryside excursion or perhaps start-
ing Meta fight f a coney Paris
Ian morning for her business office
in her ewe theater

Enorgy Personified
Small wonder that the French cap-

ital exclaims What a At
a tlroe whey other actresses are on the
shelf thH artist is sighin for new
worlds to conquer SJw lc tireless Her

life been what one might
can A terrifying l aaon to people W K

put oft new responsibilities because
they havent time

vfroe Uerahardt a moet people
know te a sculptor whose boats and
bronze have won exposition medals
She IB a painter whoae tableaux have

humored In the salons She la
not only fond of all animal hut has
made their habits and wants a ser
kma study Am a general sportswo-
man she can do more and do it bet
yjr than meet of her sisters whose
lines aw given up to little etoe but

Whatever be the amount of
stage work on band ahe never by any
chance misses hw early morning tent
log h ur while among all these and
Quite aa many other things he finds
thane tor dress destining embroider-
ing writing magazine articles ani-

mal breeding and botany
Today at an age whoa moot matrons

have forgotten what they learned at
school or at least cat b bothered
with the acquirement further knowl-
edge Madame Sara with all and It

oC the youthful student is
learning K gHsh She la all ever
of Instruction She rears them In the
train to her earrtage hi her dressing
room even to her bath and ahe says
the UMMjwe te quite tIN most dUfleult
of all she yet attempted to master
though she reels tree to add I can
quite read and nearly understand
Mslew Browning

That American Trip
Yet the diva certainly needs no slight

fcchootma in the tongue o 2toah Web-

ster and Undtey Murray Her MMrth
American tour but Just closed though
it was Indeed a triumphal march

any of Its predecessors
nothing wore clearly than that

the greatest of living actresses could
not talk comfortable English

sosspiete success the trip sure-

ly Measure it by Its Jot
Its It you will velvet which now
goes ia weil the fund whjch the

whlm ta on many chant
h a earnest testimony of her parish

nd

chit account with all those trMra-

sltrtf of a Plttsburg snowball light
and the esthrowl K with which Que-

bec repaid a poorly reported nttervkrcr
and her scolding the
Oh andJenee from the very foot

tlfchta and n railway contretemps
which tossed the Madame from her
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bathtub while whizzing across Kan
take al this Into the reckoning

and still that progress was as note-
worthy in the annals of high art as
anything Uw dramatic history pC ow
stage has to show

Frank Opinions In French
It surely was much to play Ca

mttle to Sea enthusiastic Texans
in tent It was sow eth tag

to carry away a efrJ lovtes cup and
the only hold medal which the fastens

Franralse of Harvard Untver
ally hss ever preseM d to a woman
AM who may say what effect the
tran conttnntal tour sad upon the
powers which preside over Frances
Legion of that at last and
none tco gracefully they shottU have
conferred upon the Immortal piosaWne

the coveted cross of their order
Apropos of that Canadian misunder-

standing and whether or not Dar
hardt spoke of her audiences
there as Indians jtr Is cer
tam that a not dissimilar Incident ac
taally ecourred In one of the Western
States during the trip The ptoee given
was one of the actress problem
plays bringing with Its climax Me of
those tirades which the 4Hra gives so
tellingly But on the night In

Instead of voicing the lines as

a

i IE

gathered

ale

Honor

ever
Iroquois

ques-
tion

¬
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¬

trc cacao nut over the h uu-

tli most f rvi l denunciation of the
leading hotel of that Occidental town
the badness of Its table the hardness
of Its beds the Insolence and Ignor-

ance of Its service nothing was for-

gotten in all my travels this In
the very Met of good French I have
never found a city where the people
lived nearly as do ohta

And the audience applauded raptMr-
ensly

it

Humor Pins Eccentricity
Which IttUe tale recalls In

the death scene te Camille Mar-
guerite her eyes already glazing
clatma I e a referring to Ar
majtds Sara had a wretched hove
that night her only thin one of the
trip and so ruin seemhigly Into the
unknown her marvellous voice

Hy woeful for the IneUnt cried
fP pathe I see faces f c

but not faeee
And again American courtesy plus

American of Ute todys
native tongue burst Into apnlaus

When last the diva was in London
she gave a characteristic example of
this her love of fun as well as of her
wondrous vitality It was of a Sun
day morning and she found herself
with an hour or more on hr hands
betwen trains She must do something
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ut occupy the time Of course so
with Mrs Pat Campbell and a few
friends gowned in light tray with a
great bunch of carnations the gift
of an admirer at the railway station
she started off for an Impromptu visit
to n certain Warden street wlsjgery
Presided over by a genius In whose
art Sara had such eonndeoce that she
never creates a new character with-
out his hairy distance the shop
te the birthplace of all the wonder-
ful wigs the theatergoer world knows
MI well while it is fit to add that it
was the actress herself who laid the
cornerstone of the n jy offices

Since that day of amateur troweland
mortar the hairdressers had under-
gone many changes and each of these
had to be Inspected and approved
The diva was as a child with a new

I

¬

¬

toy Then her eye lit upon some mag-
nificent French cabinets ostee the prop
erty of the late Duke of Cambridge
and these were upon as an
especially happy dud They were full
of stage Jewels and souvenirs which
Bemhardt proceeded to auction oft to
a room fell of imaginary bidders
There she frolicked the greatest tra-
gedienne the presentday world knows
bustlirg up and down grotesque
rxaggpratlen of the Rings perruquier
evoking roars of laughter at her par-
ody at that gentleman under his very
no 4 and roof

If such genius as this be near kin
to downright eccentricity Madame
Sara has shown it In other and yet
more marked ways She once slept
hoe rights In c comn to acquire
temperament She once ordered

OOOO of jewels at a sitting

lathe

pounced
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ECCEN RIC-

A E11J
The Seven Goals of Her Ambition-

To see my own Parisian theater making money
To wear the most daring gown on the French stage
To bring that haughty and Alexandra of England to

my feet
To play before the Sultan at Constantlnopla and hear his ap-

plause
drive through the Bois with the hoed of my carriage filled

with violets
To appear buforo the Dowager Bmpres of China playing in her

native tongue
To play once more an ingenue part that my public may see I

am exactly as young as I was thirty year ago

The Seven Fears of Her Existence-

The fear of being burled alivi v
The fear of becoming thin again
The fear that I may lose my beauty
The fear that my son may cease to love me
The fear I may grow old upon the stage
The fear that I may die rich in money whian is a sin
The fear that Victorlcn Sardou may think another actress as

great as I
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beautIful

I

I i
I

i-

To

t
C

¬

gibe has paid 11W for a single gown
She puts heartwhole faith In the luck
brought her by a necklace of gold
nuggets once presented by some Cali-
fornia miter admirers and she has
made pets of half the wild animals
known to zoology

tf

In the Crook Manner
Perhaps the oddest though of all

the odd things which Bemhardt has
projected into the news of the day
happened at the breakfast which Bd-
MMmd Roatand gave to the friends of

Cyrano and IAlglon the day of
Ms admission to the academic circle
of the imortala Sara the guest of
honor were a marvelous gown which
had not only designed and made
for the occasion but evidently was

to be worn again At close
of the feast she rose and in that
tmnrwv manner which commands
at will held high a wine glass and
said I drink to the greatest of
French dramatists Msleur Rostand-
a d I drink after the Greek

Then she poured the contents
of the goblet over head and gown

For such a woman to become a
member of the Society of Men of
Letters to almost prosaic Bernhardts
own Adrienne L couvreur however
oa which she gained admlsnlon to that
solemn band of litterateurs in an ex-
cellent piece of playwriting floe crit-
ics praise it without stint pointing
the while to its clever situations and
dialogue as full and sufficient excuse
for the dramatic work of the authors
son Maurice And when one reads
In her preface such statements as
the following one te properly Im
pr M 4 Is it not an authority which
peaks from the chajr

The dramatic art Is essentially fem-
inine To paint ones lace to

feelings to try to please to en
deavor to attract attention these are
all the faults for which we blame
women even as we forgive In
a man such defects become nothing
short of odious

The actor Is naturally jealous of the
actress Ine courtesy of the well
educated men vanishes before the
footttehts The actor who in pri-
vate life would render any service to
a woman in difficulty will pick a
quarrel with her on the stage

The crinoline may go upon the
eta let it Yet no power on earth
could induce me to adept it for regu
lar uses In the days of my youth
when I still had to how to a mothersauthority I wore crinoline under
test And I found it an instrument-
of such torture that even then I
tutored a solemn vow never to submit
to it again

From Variety to Legitimate
The very controversy over

birthplace may welt be held in evlt
deuce of Bernhardts greatness There
is a legend that she first saw the light
hi the little on the banks of
the Oder that her parents were Ger
mans and that her father was a
horsedealer The more accepted story
tells of Paris as her native town

Havre lawyer as her father and
of a remarkably pretty daughter of
Amsterdam as her mother e
Julie seems to have been a modiste
with a little shop situated in the Rue
de la Michodlere though when at
twentythree she married M Bern-
Hard t the young couple set up their
housekeeping at 5 Rue de TEcole de
Medicine where Hosine was born
sixtyone years ago today Rosine
surely was the girls christened name
nor is it clear just when the Sara was
substituted perhaps in her earlier
years during one of those frequent
visits to the grandfather in Amster
dam or perhaps during the school-
days at Convent of Grand Champs
near Versailles Than came the

and then the stage
The Parisian footlights first dis

played her to the theatergoing world
in the little Haut Monde a vaude-
ville bouse where she had a mere song
anti dance Think of it And none to
recognize her latent art till alone came
Cot Horace Rublee then American
minister at Brussels It was h who
nrst was impressed by the young
womans subtile grace and that mar
velous voice of which no less an au-

thority than Sada Yacco has written-
It Is not to be adequately described

hi Its really miraculous Intonations
and Infinite flexibility RuWee set
Brnhardfs case before the American
minister to France and through his
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influence obtained that audience with
the directory of the Comodto Frances
which brought a trial in the role t-

Pherire and after that one try
glory was

alt ftowery
Msieur e Cclone she

said sot so long ago when telhn
those earlier days valre little g t
would my art do He find me n e
sung and v iyou are one daisy Oyster men see me
again an say nevaire see me t-

one daisy Meur e Colonel he uro
weir know

Prom the Comeaie to the Ode
to the Comedic and then to the

Theatre de la Porte St Martin fill 1
the years before foreign conquest be-
gan England America Italy Rn-
sla Germany and where not followed
to be in their sueceedril by ti

of the Renaissance and at
last by the establishment of the

Sara Bemhardt where the actress
now rules la her own land so to

Behind the Scones
Speaking profeseiocally her life s

the simplest Her dressing room 1s
no palatial affair no draperies T j

or baubles simply the ronusually given to any leading laly
whether large or small Frosted giass
is her and only request and nat-
urally she always gets

But in going to and from her calks
the diva Is a very queen She Is t a-

alwuyg by solicitous mii-
ap wen as one male escort to see r
to the flies where she is met by some
friend from whose arm she rrukrs
her entrance The part over-
comes oft with eyes flashing ha 4
held out to the waiting hand f that
same friend and a relieved A

Yet this is not her ideal That oka
toward Belle Isle her country jra
by the sea I long to run
over those dear rocks she writ

to watch the dashing spray and
aloud with only the gulls to artfvrpr

lonely outofdoors to dress as d
Ash Vives of the shore to h far f r
from the world o streets lights
and noises I long to gather my grad
children about me and like Niorf to
shed my tears for those that are rot

Terpetual Youth
This stay be the basis for the per-

sistent rumor that Bemhardt contem-
plates retirement It la sure that ITsome time past the actress has
condemning In j private conversatlir
the folly of the player who clings j
the stage with quivering and en-
feebled hands and cannot see that e

w generation of playgoers nfl
something more than a great ran
won chiefly while thy were still ri
their cradles It is a continually
haunting fear with Mme Bernhardt

she might one day hear herself
spoken of as a woman who used t
fee a really great actress

On the other hand it comes upon thevery beet authority that she has aa
vis id Madame Patti never to retirewhile can sins at all In very rate
of any such thing as mere age arMing

providing I am able to act ito retire not a moment before I am

It is a safe guM that the actr a
will never look that age even xvi n
she has reached and pawned it N t
since the day of Madame
has a woman in the public So

maintained her yout rilook The lady herself declare theonly secret about it lies in the fro ju nt
use of sour milk as an article of letwith work and massage adJtd V h
sounds very simple indeed and sem
ingly produces the required r
For Madame Berobardt is the picture
of weUpreservfd health She Is r
longer thin her hands are full l
soft while her face appears that ofa woman of not more than forty at
the most

theater of today Here superlativesare proper and iim tIn technique she is nexponent of present da
derate culture In the drama whose intemperament is tu em hodment of sentiment and i asalon n

imp r
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